[Protective effect of colchicine on tissue damage caused by free radicals in hepatic cirrhosis: an experimental study in rats].
The present study was undertaken to evaluate the effect of colchicine on oxidative stress in cirrhosis assessed by lipid peroxidation products. Wistar rats were used and induced hepatic cirrhosis by carbon tetrachloride. After the cirrhosis-induced period colchicine was administrated daily during 90 days. Lipid peroxidation was evaluated by the thiobarbituric acid reactive substances method (TBARS) and chemiluminescence initiated by tert-butyl hydroperoxide. The liver was submitted to histological evaluation to check whether cirrhosis was present. The results demonstrated an higher increase in lipid peroxide levels in cirrhotic tissue when compared with normal tissue and it was decreased by colchicine treatment (P < 0.05). Observing this study, we can conclude that hepatic cirrhosis produce an higher oxidative stress than normal liver and it can be decreased by colchicine treatment.